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religious feelings, and are seldom negligent of the
duties connected with the domestic worship of their
household gods. But to the foreigners they are
practically unknown. One might as well attempt to
give an account of the terrestrial system, recognising
the power of the sun, but utterly ignoring all the
more genial influences of the moon. Perhaps the
time may come when the women of India may
assert themselves more publicly, and insist on the
enjoyment of those privileges which their European
sisters have as their birthright; but until that time
comes, how can any Englishman venture to write
about the real people of India? A civilian has no
more true knowledge of the female portion of the
native population than a native has of the members
of the English peerage. Even in his court, as a
magistrate, women are seldom brought forward, either
as criminals or witnesses, though occasionally some
sort of she-wolf is arraigned for having murdered
some unfortunate child for the sake of its ornaments.
Or it may be that some quarrel about a woman has
led to a murderous dispute, and perhaps a muffled
bundle of clothes said to contain a female is produced
as a witness in the case before him. But it is ex-
ceedingly difficult even to understand the language as
spoken by a woman, and he would certainly be a bold
person who would venture to generalise on the national
female character from such specimens as he may
casually see from time to time in court.